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Introduction  
to the survey data report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This report is a support document to the Education 

Authority’s Regional Assessment of Need 2026 to 

support the development and delivery of the 

Regional Youth Development Plan 2026-2029. 

 

This document contains an infographic summary of 

responses to the Regional Assessment of Need 

Survey and the full data report in the last chapter.  

 

The Survey was promoted with all statutory and 

voluntary registered youth organisations and 

through the schools C2K network.  

 

The survey was co-designed with children and 

young people to ensure language was clear and 

appropriate to their context. The survey also was 

provided with an immersive reader function to 

support those with additional learning needs to 

respond. 

 

In a first the Education Authority youth service with 

the support the Irish Medium Youth work sector 

provided the options to respond to the survey 

through Irish, as critical to the design of this survey 

was selection-based responses rather than 

narrative responses, which was catered for through 

focus group engagement. 

 

The survey ran between the 7 November 2024 

until the 31 January 2025. It is important to note 

this report is only the presentation of the exact data 

received and not an analysis, this will be contained 

within the final Regional Assessment of need 

report.  

 

5288 
Responded to the 
Survey in English 

97% 

5451 
Children and 
Young People 

Responded to the 
Survey 

163 
Responded to 
the Survey in 

Irish 
3% 

3872 
Responded to the 

Survey from 
Town/City Area 

71% 

1579 
Responded to the 
Survey from Rural 

Areas 
29% 
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By Council Area 
 

 

  
9% 

5% 

12% 

11% 

8% 

7% 

8% 

10% 

4% 

3% 

9% 

13% 

Antrim & 
Newtownabbey 

Ards and North 
Down 

Armagh, Banbridge 
Craigavon 

Belfast (North & 
East) 

Belfast (South & 
West) 

Causeway Coast 
and Glens 

Derry City and 
Strabane 

Fermanagh and 
Omagh 

Lisburn and 
Castlereagh 

Mid and East 
Antrim 

Mid Ulster 

Newry Mourne and 
Down 

Percentage Breakdown of 5451 Responses 
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By Age Range 
 

 

  

53% 
14 to 18 year olds 

44% 
9 to 13 year olds 

2% 
19 to 21 Year olds 

Percentage Breakdown of 5451 Children and Young people 

2872 Young People 

117 Young People 

89 Young People 

2373 Young People 

2% 
22 to 25 Year olds 
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By Gender 
 

 

  

55% 
Female 

42% 
Male 

1.5% 
Non-Binary 

Percentage Breakdown of 5451 Children and Young people 

3025 Young People 

57 Young People 

65 Young People 

2282 Young People 

1% 
Prefer not to say 

0.5% 
Other 22 Young People 
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By Educational Need 
 

 

  

76% 
Said they don’t have a 

special educational need 
or disability 

4,168 Young People 

16% 
Said they do have a 
Special Educational 
Need or Disability 

891 Young People 

7% 
Said they would 
prefer not to say 

392 Young People 

Percentage Breakdown of 5451 Children and Young people 
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By Ethnic Background 
 

 

  

1.61% 
Mixed Ethnicity 

90 Young People 

1.03% 
Black – African 

56 Young People 

0.84% 
Other Ethnicity 

46 Young People 

0.55% 
Chinese 

30 Young People 

0.55% 
Indian 

30 Young People 

0.53% 
Irish Traveller 

29 Young People 

Filipino   14/0.26% 
Arab    12/0.22% 
Black Caribbean  12/0.22% 
Pakistani   9/0.15% 
Other Asian  9/0.15% 
Sri Lankan   5/0.09% 
Bangladeshi  3/0.06% 
Roma    3/0.06% 
 

Percentage Breakdown of 5451 Children and Young people 

0.37% 
Black - 
Other 

20 Young People 

The remaining 93.31% 
(5083) of respondents 
selected white as their 

ethnic background 
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Response Heat Map 
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Emotional Health &  
Wellbeing 13 
 

Access to Play &  
Leisure 14 
 

Learning & 
Achieving 15 
 

Living in Safety & 
Stability 16 
 
Economic & Environmental 
Wellbeing 18 
 
Making a Positive 
Contribution to Society 20 
 
Respect for Young  
Peoples Rights 21 
 
Good Relations &  
Equality 22 
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Strategic Theme 1: Emotional 
Health & Wellbeing 

  
18% 

I have felt cheerful in good spirits 

I have felt calm and relaxed 

I have felt active and energised 

I woke up feeling fresh and rested 

My daily life has been filled with things that interest me 

32% 

24% 

55% 

20% 

You told us in the 
following areas 

that you only feel 
this  

 
“some of the time” 

 
“less than half the 

time”  
 

or “at no time at 
all” 

25% 

21% 

Said you do 
not feel there 

is 
opportunities 
for you to do 

physical 
activities 

Said you do not feel there 
is anywhere for you to go 
and get support for your 

emotional wellbeing 
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Strategic Theme 2: Access to 
Play and Leisure 

 
 

  

54% 

Said you do not 
feel there are 
fun things for 
you to do in 

your area 

27% 

Said you do not 
feel you have 

safe spaces to 
hang out with 
your friends 
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Strategic Theme 3: Learning & 
Achieving 

 

  

74% 

Said you learn a 
lot through your 

youth work 
programme 

69% 

Said you get 
qualifications 
through Youth 

Work programmes 

35% 

Said you have 
barriers that hold 

you back from 
succeeding 

 

33% 

Said you do not 
feel supported 

through big 
changes 

education 
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Strategic Theme 4: Living in 
Safety & Stability 

 

  

26% 
Said you do not feel 

safe in your local area 

27% 

Said you feel pressure 
to take part in 

activities that might 
be harmful to you 

38% 

Say you’re worried 
about crime in your 

local area 

32% 

Said social media is 
having a negative 

impact on you 
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Living in Safety & Stability - Violence Against 
Women and Girls

  

63% 
of all young people said 

they are concerned about 
violence against woman 

and girls 

71% 
of girls who responded said 
they are concerned about 

violence against women and 
girls 

53% 
of boys said they are 

concerned about violence 
against women and girls 
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Strategic Theme 5: Economic 
& Environment Stability 

 

  

28% 

Said you do not think 
there will be 

opportunities for you 
in the future 

28% 

Said that you do not 
see yourself being 

able to get a job in the 
future 

23% 

That your family do 
not have to money for 

you to take part in 
things 

80% 

That poverty is 
affecting children and 

young people 
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The Environment

  

58% 
Said you are worried 
about climate change 

70% 
Said you do not believe 

enough is being done about 
climate change 

38% 
Said you do not get the 

opportunity to learn about 
climate issues 
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Strategic Theme 6: Making a 
Positive Contribution to 
Society 

 

  

81% 

Said that you believe young 
people can change things for 

the better 

39% 

Said you do not have 
opportunity to make a 

difference in your school or 
community 

42% 

Said that you do not 
feel listened too and 

taken seriously 

71% 

Said you have 
the opportunity 

to tell others 
what you think 
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Strategic Theme 7: Respect 
for Young People’s Rights 
 

 

  

82% 

Said you feel your rights are 
respected in youth work 

programmes 

50% 

Said you do not feel that 
young people are listened 

too 

Said you feel confident 
in fighting for your 

rights 

73% 71% 

Said you know what 
your rights are 
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Strategic Theme 8: Good 
Relations & Equality 

 
 

  

57% 
Said that you think 

everyone is included and 
no one feels left out 

86% 

Said that your youth work 
programmes support 
young people from 

different backgrounds 
 

79% 

Said that you feel your 
youth work programmes 

are accessible to everyone 

78% 

Say that you get the 
chance to spend time with 
people who are different 

than you 
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But Young People also said…
 
 

 
 

  

43% 
Of you think young people 
are not treated equally in 

your area 

48% 
Think other young 

people do not respect 
those who are from a 
different background 
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The order of themes for 
children and young people 

 

 

  

Percentage Breakdown of 5451 Responses 

Economic & 
Environmental 

Stability 

Access to Play and 
Leisure 

Emotional Health & 
Wellbeing 

Living in Safety and 
Stability 

Respect for Young 
People’s Rights 

Learning & 
Achieving 

Good Relations & 
Equality 

Making a Positive 
Contribution to 

Society 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

30% 

Your Future 1,658 Responses 

19% 

Your Play Hobbies & Interests 1,043 Responses 

16% 

Your Health and Wellbeing 897 Responses 

13% 

Your Safety 718 Responses 

8% 

Your Rights 440 Responses 

6% 

Your Education 340 Responses 

6% 

Good Relations & Equality 312 Responses 

1% 

Citizenship 43 Responses 
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Microsoft Business Intelligence 
(BI) Dashboards 
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